~Y¥O +, Cfo v ~~ cay be as BUA al Oa, oi ‘ 
W 39 (0921 | 
1963 -/9v 


“ANNUAL REPORTS 


OF THE 


SELECTMEN AND TREASURER 


OF THE 


fOWN OF WEBSTHR: 


TOGETHER WITH THE REPORT OF 


fea SOOO BOARD, 


FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1888: 


AND 


A Transcript of the Vital Statistics of the Town for the 
. Year ending December 31, 1887. 


AMP Si > 


<a 
& DEC-23- 1899» 


Concord, H. H.: 


ey REPUBLICAN PRESS ASSOCIATION, 22 NORTH MAIN STREET. 


1888. 


Nias Ql 


Amount of taxes committed to the col- 
lector for 1887, $4,232.97 
Highway tax assessed April 1, 1886, as 
returned in settlement with highway 
surveyors, 1887, and committed to 


the collector,, 16.23 
———_ $4, 249.20 


The collector has paid into the treasury 
in cash, abatements, and receipts for 


non-resident highway tax worked out, 4,011.47 
Due from collector, $237.73 
RECEIPTS. 
Cash in treasury, $530.35 
Fred G. Silver, on note of town, 90.00 
Charles G. Tilton, es 65.00 
Town of Boscawen, for repairs in East 
cemetery, © 5.84 
Advertising, 10.00 
Railroad tax, ; 136.40 
Savings-bank tax, > 1,475.04 
Literary fund, 73,.26 
County support of paupers, 115.00 
W.S. Putney, collector, 1886, . 231.04 
Interest collected on tax, 1886, 6.42 
W.S. Putney, collector, 1887, 4, 011047 


——_—— $6,750.32 


a 


+ 


MISCELLANEOUS BILLS. 


Paid C. H. Fitz, sheep killed by dogs, $28.00 
G. H. H. Silsby & Son, stationery, 6.23 
Republican Press Association, for 

printing reports in 1886-87, 47.00 
M. A. Pillsbury, services after settle- 

ment, ; Sie 
J. R. Dodge, use of water in 1886-87, 6.00 
K. H. Bills, for coffin-stands and lock 

for hearse-house, D.08 
K. H. Bills, care of and driving hearse, 7.50 
Atherton Sweatt, board of selectmen, 12.50 
J. B. Thurber, services and expenses 

after settlement, 10.50 
G. W. Jackman, labor at town hall 

and cemetery, 2.50 
G. W. Jackman, digging grave, 1.50 
S.C. & A. M. Burbank, copying in- 

voice, 3.90 
C. S. Colby, use of water, 3.00 
C. C. Kimball, os 3.00 
P. A. Burbank, use of water 16 months, 4.00 
Jacob Quimby, use of water, 3.00 
Harris Goodwin, lead, hasps, and la- 

bor on cemetery fence, 8.98 
Moses F. Heath, digging three graves, 4.50 
J. H. Noyes, digging a grave, 1.50 
O. H. Drown, tf 1.50 
W.S. Putney, iM 2.00 
M. F. Heath, work in cemeteries, 16.00 
H. Goodwin, painting East cemetery | 

fence, 3.00 
G. Little, lead and oil for cemetery 

fence, 10.88 
W. S. Putney, paint and labor in 

cemetery, 16.91 


M. A. Pillsbury, horse hire, and ex- 
pense out of town, 5.00 


9) 


M. A. Pillsbury, taking depositions, $3.00 


4 FS postage and stationery, 2.28 
Atherton Sweatt, ee “6 .26 
W.W. Burbank, horse hire, and ex- 

pense out of town, 8.84 
J. W. Wilson, return of births and 

deaths, 1.00 
N. H. Arey, return of births and deaths, = .75 
E. E. Graves, ie A ce 2.50 
J. H. Sanborn, use of water, 3.00 
W.S. Putney, advertising non-resi- 

dent land, ea) 
Chase & Streeter, legal services, 14.00 


ears ran $253.55 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


W. M. Holmes, work, 
C. F. Goodhue, work on road, 


Paid F. D. Tilton, breaking roads, $18.74 
W. W. Austin, vr 43.00 
H. J. Willey, work on road, 2.92 
C. S. Colby, ue 5.49 
Nancy E. Couch, i 3.93 
George C. Chase, work on road, and 

building railing, 4.75 
W. F. Wadleigh, work on road, 29.20 
T. C. Sweatt, a 10.51 
J. B. Thurber, breaking roads, 3.46 
C. H. Putney, work on road, 5.01 
J. . Noyes, — ie 170 
G. W. Jackman, a te) 
Gilman Jones, vs 4.68 
C..D. Glitten, a 6.25 
Sherman Little, uh bey, 
C. G. Tilton, cutting bushes on highway, 45.00 
M. F. Heath, work on road, 6.50 
R. E. French, OF 13.05 — 
A. S$. Burbank, = 2.00 

te 
ie 
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W. G. Goodhue, work on road, $1.25 
J. Rh. Dodge, . a 1.69 
Edmund Silver, ms 93 
Tristam Sanborn, breaking roads, 15.40 
K. H. Bills, work on road, esa 
O. H. Drown, snowing bridge, 2.50 
Burbank Brothers, lumber for bridges, 54.60 
L. S. Tilton, work on road, 5.90 
J. L. Gerrish, ei 10:59 
Warren Abbott, breaking roads, 4.26 
A.C. Call, work on road, 4.94. 
J. A. Cross, C2 9 09 
Jacob Quimby, ‘oe 5.49 
John Kilburn, Je . 4,50, his. ae ee 
W. M. Sanborn, breaking roads, | 17.35 SF Re ; 
E. E. Courser, work on road, 60s 
_W. W. Austin, cutting bushes on 
highway, 2.50 
W. L. George, breaking roads, 47.33 
G. T. Sanborn, work on road, 5.00 
F. W. Rolfe, breaking roads, 17.33 
W. W. Burbank, work on roads and 
bridges, 7.00 
S. F. Sanborn, work on road, 2120 
— $402.79 
SCHOOL-MONEY. 
Paid school board, $787.50 
$787.50 
ABATEMENTS. 
Paid tax-list, 1886, $9.13 
cf 1887, 10.78 
$19.91 
Paid discount on taxes paid on or before 
July 1, $121.79 
discount on taxes paid on or before 
October 1, 7.28 


=) 6129.07 


> ' 1. 
* 


PAUPERS. 


Paid support of Ann A. Stevens, $70.00 
support of Ruth Clough, 50.00 
G. C. Blaisdell, surgical services for 
James Alexander, 10.00 
N. H. Arey, surgical services for James 
Alexander, 9.00 
N. H. Arey, medical attendance on 
Mrs. Ladd, 6.25 
Irvin England, support of James 
Alexander, 20.00 
Frank W. Daniels, support of Char- 
lotte Flanders, 1.50 
Hiram Tilton, keeping tramp, 1.00 
| —— $167.75 
* Paid state tax, $788.00 
county tax, : 749.54 
$1,537.54 
non-resident highway tax paid in 
labor, $83.15 
TOWN OFFICERS. 
Paid Frank A. Lang, services as supervisor, $4.50 
Gilman Jones, vs 5.00 
J. S. Whittier, ee 5.00 
M. A. Pillsbury, services as selectman, 45.00 
W. W. Burbank, ee 39.00 
W. F. Wadleigh, af 29.00 
Atherton Sweatt, services as town-clerk, 15.99 
W.S. Putney, services as collector, 1886, 20.00 
W.S. Putney, ee 1887, 32.50 
F. L. Sweatt, services as treasurer, 20.00 
$216.24 


NOTES AND INTEREST. 


Paid C. G. Tilton, note, $60.00 
Fred E. Silver, note, 80.00 
1* 


Winfield S. Call, note, $26.00 
M. A. Pillsbury, note, 100.00 
C. D. Glitten, note, 1,000.00 
interest, boas tee 
BONDS AND INTEREST. 
Paid bonds, $1,500.00 
interest, 90.00 
SUMMARY. 
Miscellaneous bills, $253.55 
Roads and bridges, 402.79 
Pauper account, 167.75 
School-money, 787.50 
State tax, 788.00 
County tax, 749 54 
Highway tax paid in labor, 83.15 
Town officers, 216.24 
Abatements, 19:97 
Notes and interest, 1,400.75 
Bonds and interest, , 1,590.00 
Cash in treasury, 162.07 
Discount on taxes, £29.07 


$1,400.75 


$1,590.90 


= /$0) 1 0so 2 


TOWN INDEBTEDNESS. 


‘ NOTES. 
Elmer E. Courser, 

Warren Abbott, 

Gustie J. Stone, 

Cyrus A. Stone, 

Eliza J. Call, 

George S. Austin, 

M. A. Pillsbury, 

Dorcas A. Eastman, 


$80.00 
450.00 

45.00 
590.00 
190.00 
120.00 


424.00 © 


50.00 


Frank L. Sweatt, $50.00 


Frank E. Shepard, 50.00 
Louise F. Buxton, 200.00 
Eunice W. Austin, 150.00 
Charles G. Tilton, 65.00 
Fred E. Silver, 90.00 
Judith Eastman, 65.00 
$2,599.00 
ASSETS. 
Due from W. S. Putney, collector, $237.73 
Due from county for support of paupers, 52.75 
Jackman wood lot, 250.00 
Cash in treasury, 162.07 
$702.55 
Balance against the town, $1,866.45 


Respectfully submitted : 
M. A. PILLSBURY, 
W. W. BURBANK, 
W. F. WADLEIGH, 
Selectmen of Webster. 


10 


Inventory of the Town of Webster, 
April 1, 1887. 


Money tax, $1.31 on $100; highway tax, 25 cents on $100. 


156 polls, $15,606.00 
Resident real estate, 186,815.00 
Non-resident real estate, 39,917.00 
151 horses, 10,157.00 
90 oxen, 5,331.00 
‘275 cows, 6,674.00 
171 other stock, 3,536.00 
1103 sheep, 2,733.00 
9 hogs, 50.00 
7 carriages, 470.00 
Stock in public funds, 2,900.00 
Stock in corporations out of this state, 1,500.00 
Money, 30,902.00 
Stock in trade, 4,100.00 
Mills and machinery, 2,500.00 


————§ $314,035.00 
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Treasurer’s Report for the Year ending 
March 1, 1888. 


The town treasurer respectfully submits the following report 
_ of the receipts and expenditures for the fiscal year : 


RECEIPTS. 
Cash in treasury March 1, 1887, $530.35 
Received of selectmen, 285.84 
, W.S. Putney, collector, 1887, 4,011.47 
ef s 1886, 231.54 
savings-bank tax, 1,475.04 
railroad tax, 136.40 
literary fund, : 73.26 
W.S. Putney, interest, 6.42 
———— $6,750.32 
EXPENDITURES. 
Paid bonds and interest, $1,590.00 
notes and interest, 1,400.75 
school-money, 787.50 
state tax, 788.00 
county tax, 749.54 
order of the selectmen, 1,189.31 
non-resident highway tax receipts, 83.15 
cash in treasury, 162.07 
—$6,750.32 


FRANK L. SWEATT, Treasurer. 
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‘¢What does a girl of sixteen know of agriculture?” was 
asked, when the suggestion of Prof. Whitcher, to introduce into 
the common school a text-book on that subject, was under dis- 
cussion. 

The School of Technology in Boston, the Workingmen’s 
School in New York, the Manual Training School in Chicago, 
the University of Indiana, in short, the scientific schools in the 
country, unite in urging the foundation of a practical education, 
to be laid in the common school. In an especial manner the 
importance of agricultural instruction in our common schools 
was portrayed. We are:'a community of farmers; we know 
what is meant by agricultural knowledge. Is such instruction 
suited to the advancement of our schools? 

In compliance with our request, samples of the work of the 
pupils during the fall term were given to us at the close. The 
request was made, that we might better understand the work 
performed in school than we could learn it from the last day of 
the term. Weare thus enabled to place before you to-day more 
than one hundred papers, which will show you, better than any 
report we could make, the character of the instruction given. 
Two compositions we select from these papers: 


1. Subject—Doves. 


‘¢]T have got three pair of doves. I have got a pair for Charles 
Fitz, and he will give me twenty cents for them.” 
(Signed), _ Maurice George, 7 years old. 


2. Subject—Doves. 


‘*T have five doves. Last spring I sent a pair to Boston, and 
got 75 cents for them. This morning I found one egg in the 
nest, and in two weeks I expect the nest will have some young 
doves.” 

(Signed) Ben. P. Litre, 9 years old. 
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The authors of these compositions were members of the same 
school. They furnished texts the teacher would not fail to use. 
First, for a lesson in geography, showing the distance from 
Little -Hill to Boston, the means of transportation by stage 
and railroad, the cost of carrying and of commission that must 
be paid to the middleman; then an arithmetical problem, to 
show how much more Ben. received for his doves after paying 
the whole expense than Maurice received for his. Later, when 
they reach the subject of commission in their aritlmetics, these 
boys will find that they are familiar with it; and have learned it 
in a way never to be forgotten. The instruction given was 
such as a boy would need were he to become a farmer, common 
carrier, railroad commissioner, or commission-merchant. 

Says Hon. J. W. Patterson, in an address on ‘+ Wealth,”’— 
‘¢The birth and growth of agriculture, manufactures, and com- 
merce spring from a desire for gain.” The prominence given 
to the prices obtained for the doves shows plainly a desire for 
gain. The primary element necessary for success, whether the 
law of gain is to be encouraged or discouraged, lies wholly with 
the parents and guardians. If encouraged, would it be an aid 
to mental discipline ? 

We quote again from the address already referred to: 
** Mind may be quickened to activity, and its discipline secured, 
by the pursuits to which we are impelled by the desire of gain.’” 
Again: ‘* Grace, beauty, and utility are costly qualities, which 
mental discipline imparts to the results of industry.” 

Said Col. Augustus Jacobson, in an address before the nor- 
mal training department of the Toledo high school,—‘‘ The 
bread-winning training will lure children into superior intelli- 
cence.” 

Among the subjects of the compositions before you, which 
were chosen by the writers, are cats, dogs, butterflies, squirrels, 
foxes, birds, apples, &c., &c. The destructive animals, and 
methods of destroying them, are discussed. Plowing, *‘ twitch- 
ing logs,” cutting and drawing wood, are all described in these 
in these papers. 

‘*'The botany of our industrial colleges,” says Prof. Knapp, 
** should take the direction of the trees, the shrubs, the cereals, 
the grasses, and the forage plants of the farm. Zodlogy should 
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devote special attention to the domestic animals, their breeds, 
history, and habits. Entomologists should tell us how to en- 
courage the friends of the farm, and how to destroy its ene- 
mies, in the insect world.” 

Notice how closely the pupils of our schools have followed 
that course of study, prompted to it almost by instinct. We 
are forced to the conclusion that the advancement of our schools 
is sufficient for instruction in agriculture and other arts. 

‘¢ What does a girl of sixteen know about agriculture?’ If 
she was raised upon a farm, in passing through the mud-pie 
period of life she has observed that saturated soil, if worked 
and exposed to the sun, would bake, and that she could never 
make a good pie of dry earth. If she is a Patron of Husbandry, 
and has attended the meetings of the Grange, where every 
phase of agriculture is supposed to be discussed, she must know 
something of the art. 

We are told there are no text-books on agriculture suited to 
our schools. The schools in the city may need to wait for 
books, but every rod of ground is a living page, teeming with 
texts for the agricultural student, old or young. We need not 
wait for teachers or text-books. 

‘* The object of the study of grammar should be to inculcate 
habitually correct expressions in speaking and writing the Eng- 
lish language, in accordance with good usage.” 

‘* Among modern writers of distinction,” says Prof. Newell, 
principal of the State Normal School in Baltimore, ‘‘not one in 
a hundred ever studied the English grammar as such. We 
learn to sing by singing, to draw by drawing, and in the same 
way we must be taught to speak and write correctly by speak- 
ing and writing.” 

By a critical examination of the papers before you, you will 
see a marked progress in penmanship and in the use of lan- 
guage. As an anticipated result of the training these papers 
indicate, we quote from the report of an examiner of the schools 
in Quincy, Mass.: ‘*I doubt if one scholar in ten knew what a 
noun or a pronoun or an adjective was, or could have parsed a 
sentence, or explained the difference between the subject and its 
predicate. They could, however, put their ideas into sentences 
on paper with correctness and facility.” 


Ase 


The writers of many of these papers are quite too young to 
learn the rules of grammar. For such instruction paper is ab- 
solutely necessary, and costs but little. The supply furnished 
by parents sometimes fails when it is most needed. The teach- 
ers are not expected to furnish it; yet there should be a supply 
in the teacher’s desk, that no pupil should lose a lesson for the 
want of it. If the paper were of uniform size for the pupils of 
each grade, the work would be much easier to preserve for 
reference. 

A request was made by one of the teachers for a wash-bowl, 
towels, comb, and looking-glass ; for, said she, **I do not like 
to have untidy children around me.” That untidy children 
should present themselves at the door of the school-room is no 
fault of themselves or of their parents. The long distance many 
of them come, the legitimate propensity of the boy and girl to 
examine every tree, shrub, or bird’s-nest, to make mud-pies, to 
dam every stream that crosses the road, carrying the earth in 
their hats for the purpose, must of necessity soil hands and 
clothing. That means to restore these children to the tidy con- 
dition in which they left home are essential to the best interests 
of the school needs no argument. We would call your atten- 
tion to the fact that our school-houses are destitute of all such 
appliances. 

Passing from the school-room to the influence of the habits of 
neatness and order as they may affect success in after life, we 
find them of value almost beyond computation. ‘Thereby pupils 
are taught self-respect, without which there is no good citizen- 
ship. They will be more efficient laborers, whatever may be 
their vocation. 

Mr. Edward Atkinson, in discussing the cotton manufactur- 
ing industry, asks,—‘*‘ Why should the operatives in our own 
factories work with more zeal or judgment than in the countries 
from which they come?” Assigning causes for this, he gives, 
first, our system of common and purely secular schools, at- 
tended by the children of the rich and poor alike. What the 
foreigner fails to notice is, that the school itself, apart from the 
instruction given, is the great educator of the children. The 
common school is the solvent of race, creed, nationality, and 
condition. In another way the discipline of the school affects 
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the process of manufacture. In the school, cleanliness, order, 
and regular habits are enforced, with deference to the teacher 
and respect for authority. And in these later years these teach- 
ings are coupled with instruction in music and drawing. When 
children thus trained are removed to the mill or workshop, hab- 
its of order and cleanliness, with some esthetic tastes, are al- 
ready established. 

Much surprise is often expressed by foreign visitors at’the 
amount of decoration permitted in the finishing of stationary and 
locomotive engines, and in much of our machinery; but, bad as 
the taste displayed may sometimes be, it is nevertheless the fact 
that such engines and machines are better cared for and kept in 
better order than where no such individuality is permitted. 


FRIEND F. FISK, 
J. M. SNYDER, 
School Bourd. 


ROLL OF HONOR. 


Sarah A. Corser. 
Vietta M. Bartlett. 


Forrest M. Harriman. 
Clara B. Thompson. 


Carrie E. Goodwin. 
Alice M. Goodwin. 
Nellie L. Goodwin. 


Florence S. Jackman. 


Henrietta Pearsons. 
Lucy W. Rounds. 
Mary E. Titcomb. 
Fred S. Chase. 
Clarence I. Heath. 
Robert H. Pearsons. 
Leon B. Simpson. 
Nellie Elliot. 

G. Mahlon Snyder. 
Berton Trumbull. 
Eugene F. Colby. 


Grace B. Blanchard. 
Annie Pearl Colby. 
Winifred Davis. 
Effie A. Burbank. 
Mary J. Brackett. 
Grace M. Thurbur. 
Mary E. Gertrish. 
Lawrence D. Holmes. 
Alice M. Mayo. 
Eddie H. Mayo. 
Frank H. Brackett. 
Elwin S. Cilley. 
Clara A. Little. 

Ben. P. Little. 
Maurice George. 


a, 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


Received of town treasurer for 1887, $771.50 
Received of town treas., balance for 1886, 16.67 
* ——— "$788.17 

Paid Ellen K. Abbott, for teaching, $65.50 
Cora Putney, ve 54.00 
Carrie A. Sanborn, 6 ai.o0 
Mary R. Webster, 156.00 
Augusta H. Eaton, oe 175.00 
Emma P. Fitz, : 26.00 
Ida L. Sweatt, Be 75.00 
Jennie R. Sanborn, sf 49.50 
Adelia F. George, G 45.00 
L. C. Putney, two cords of wood, 7.00 
Lottie Stone, for teaching her girl in 1886, 5.25 | 
Charles Tilton, for sawing wood, 1.00 . 
George Little, for crayons and school sup- 

plies, | 1.64 
J. M. Snyder, for wood, crayons, glass, 
brooms, and pails, 2.01 

Fred Courser, for one half cord of wood, 1.50 
Parker Pillsbury, for 1 cord wood, 4.00 


F. F. Fisk, for wood, $3.50; cleaning 
school-house, $2.00; crayons, &c., 
.79 3; water-pail, .40, 7.40 
George Little, money he paid Misses Pills- 
bury and Austin, for teaching Stone 
girl, 1886, 7.20 
——— $714.50. 
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STATISTICAL TABLE. 


= ° 
ScHOOLs. TEACHERS. Z =3 
- Sts 

o o 

Et _ 
Little Hill. Ellen K. Abbott. Summer.| 9 
Ellen K. Abbott. Fall. 11 
White Plain. |Carrie A. Sanborn. Summer.| 9 
‘ |Mrs. Adelia F. George.)Winter. | 12 
Sweatt’s Mills./Ida L. Sweatt. Fall. 15 
Corser Hill. Mary R. Webster. Summer.} 9 
Mary R. Webster. Winter. | 15 
Putney. Cora Putney. Summer.} 9 
Emma P. Fitz. Fall. 4 
Jennie R. Sanborn ee 9 

} * (| Winter. 

Bashan. Augusta H. Eaton. |Summer.} 10 
Augusta H. Eaton.  |Fall. 15 


Whole No. 


of scholars. 
a | Average 
ao Attendance. 


Oo DD Oo 


16 


21 
24 
16 
16 
20 
17 
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Wages per 
month. 
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$ 
14.00 


14.00: 
15.00 


20.00 


26.00 
26.00 


24.00 
26.00 
22.00 


28.00 
28.00 
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